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PROBLEMS WHICH MIGHT CAUSE THE SOVIETS TO CONSIDER SHORTENING OF 


| OTHERWISE MODIFYING BACKFIRE’S WINGS. aed 
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2. WE 3O NOT BELIEVE THI SOVIETS WOULD CONSIDER BACEFIRE-A 


| ACCEPTABLE FOR PERIPHERAL OR NAVAL MISSIONS. OUR REASONING IS NOT 
! RELATED TO ITS REDUCED RANGE BUT RATHER ITS INABILITY TO CARRY THO 
: WING-MOUNTED AS-4 MISSILES. THIS WEAPONS FIT WAS “ROBABLY DEVELOPED 


SPECIFICALLY FOR PERIPHERAL. AUD NAVAL MISSIONS. YE ALSO BELIEVE 


THAT GRAFTING BACKFIRE A'S SHORTENED OUTBOARD WING PANELS ONTO THE 
BACKFIRE B WOULD NOT BE COHSIDERED A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE £LTHER. 
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HIS IS BECAUSE BAC:FIRE B'S LONGER WING S®AN PROGABLY WAS DESIGNED — 


PRIMARILY TO MAINTAIN ROLL STABILITY WHEN THE AIRCRAFT IS FITTED 


WITH MING MOUNTED AS-4"S. ENHANCED RANGE AND IMPROVED TAKEOFF 
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PERFORMANCE WAS PROSABLY A SECONDARY CONSIDERATION. | 
3e WE DO NOT INTEND TO TOTALLY PRECLUDE THE POSSIBILITY THAT - 


“THE SOVIET@S MIGHT BE CONSIDERING MODIFICATIONS TO BACKFIRE TO 


TECHNICAL REASONS WHICH COMPLETELY ESCAPE US. 


INCLUDE SHORTENING THE WINGS. IF THEY ARE, HOWEVER. IT IS FOR 
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“SHORTCOMING IS THAT IT ONLY ADDRESSES THE IMPACT ON THE BACKFIRE 
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BOMBER. THE MOST SERICUS DEGRADATION IN PERFORMANCE: WILL BE TO THE 


BACKFIRE ASM CARRIER. CLIPPING THE WING TIPS OWR FIXING THE SWEEP 
ANGLE WOULD HAVE MAJOR IMPLICATIONS FOR THE ASM CERRIER'S LGu- “SPEED - 
TAKEOFF AND LANDING CHARACTERISTICS OF. THE BACKFIRE BOMBER LOULD 
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VERY UNLIKELY THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD ACCEPT THE WING MODIFICATIONS 
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